S

g

Eem————

IEITCITTITIXTLIO

° "
% FINE o
M

E JOB WORK !
1]

* A « ':,:

E SPECIALTY X
SITIXTXXTIXIILTO

|

Vol, XVITT No. 25

-

LARGEST
g CIRCULATED
WEEKLY

IN ARIZONA.
IIXXITXXXI

OxIYYXXT mxnna

Xz

NOGALES,

ARIZONA, SATURDAY,

MAYO 3. 1902

Whole No. 467.

FUERTE DISTRICT.

Mining District of Sinaica.—
Interesting Letter From
A Mining Man,

Virea *pe Crorx, Distrito de /
Fuerte, Sinalos, Mexico. )
Mx. Avnes T. Bmo, Editor of Tie

Oasis, Nogales, Arizona.

Diart Sik:

Complying with your request to
furnish vou some data relative to
the resources of this section of the
State of Sinaloa, I will first suy
that to give a full and exact report
it would be necessary to spend
woeks, and probably months, tra-
veling over the district apon “that
molatis wmule,™ Lo col-

mountains, where rich mines of

gold, silver, copper, iron and  leud

Lare found in abundines, and only
Resources and Possibilities of the: Y RACHINIG TN :

awidt the modern miner with cap-
ital and enterprige to produce fab-
nlons wendth. Rich gold  placer
digeings are wlso found all along
thae  foat hills betwe. 1 the '-'--i;i"‘.-
wnd monntaing.  Mr. W Lamphar
informs us that he has seen mnny
nugects of gold taken from these
placers weighing from one to six
onnces, and that thirty, fifty, eighty
and one hundred dollars fromw one
pan of gravel is not uneommon;
and in August of 1898 one miner
took one pound of gold from one
pan of gravel

S0 far we have not tried our
hand wt placering, *o cannot speak
Irom i raunal r-xlu-ri--nr-r: We find

the continent, as 1038 the nearest
point where the Paeifie Ocean can
e reachd, amd the most divect
line for the trade of this coast,
Jagn, Ching and all the Souoth
aeifie i=lands wille the United
Stites ad Europe,  And with the
aebvent of this rond aond the utiliza-
tion of the water power of the
Fuerte, Choix and Chinepas rivers
for milling and manufacturing pur-
prses, the State of Sinaloa would
arlvanee n= fast, if not more rap-
idly, than any other state in the
Republic of Mexice

Should this letter meet with your
umon_n':li, you will [!I'--ii;llrlﬁ' hear
from me again.

With best wishes for Fug Oasis,
I remain Yours very truly,

T. P. Lroyn.

leot exact information
on the points  re-
quired; but will give
you guch fuvts as |
have been able to col-
leet in a hurried man-
ner.

We are now in the
District of Fuerte,
gituated in, nud con-
stituting, the northern
purt of this state, and
which covers four and
one-half million acres
of land, of which over
one million acres is
valley land. of ri¢h
alluvial #oil that can
be irrigated by canals
taken from the Fuerte
river which through
the northern parst of
the digtrict from cast
to west, and has 2
flow of from four to

five hundred thou-
sands gallons per minute in this
the dry season.

All grains and tropical fruits
flourish well here.  The district
contnins about 37,000 inhabitants
principally engaged in agriculture
and commerco.

About 5,000 mules, 2,000 burros,
250 ox carts and 80 wagons of ten
mules each are engaged in the
freighting business. Onpe day on
trail between Choix and Batopilus
we counted over 400 mules and
burros carrying freight for the Ba-
topilas Mining Company, of Chi-
huahua.

About 200,000 fanegas of corn,
20,000 fanegas of beans, 10,000 fa-
negas of peas, 7,5000,000 pounds of
sugar, 3,000,000 pounds of panocha,
150,000 pounds of cheese, 375,000
pounds of lard and 250,000 gallons
of mezcal are produced yearly in
the district,

Mr. Willham V. Lamphar, of
Agua Caliente, is one of the largest
I:rm]lll‘t'l‘x of mezeal in the stite.
the output of his still being about
one-half of the ]nrmllll'liu!lnf the
district—and _a finer quality could
not be found in the Republie.  Hi
employs about 120 men and keeps
constantly upon the road about 150
mules delivering mezeal in Batopi-
las, Alamos, Choix, Fuerte, Topolo-
bampo, Agiabampo and other
points, He also manufactures from
the mezeal fiber rope, sadile blan
kels, matz, ele.

Along the ecastern part of the
state run the great Sierra Madre

n few of the natives at work all
along the river, but they do not
seem Lo exert themselves: i'-lril--i|I
wages here are only 374 cents, «il |
ver, per day, they seem to think|
that if they can get fifty cents to|
one dollar gold in one hour, the |
day 15 well spent.

The greatest drawback to pro-|
prietors in this section is the sear-
city of water in the mountuins;|
and too much water along the|
rivers for placering and then again |
the distance to market are imn-—,
to be considered, as transportation
alone to the nearest markels is
from $40 to $50 per ton. Though |
that will probably be overcome in
the near future, as the Kansas City
Mexico & Orient Railroad (Stil-
well’s line) has been surveyed and |
located from 'r('jn-]ull:llllpn Bav via
Fuerte, Agua Caliente de Baca,and
the Setentrion cafion to the summit
of the Sierre Madre.

The grading of this ropd is com-
pleted from Topolobumpo to Foer-
te, a distance of eightyv-five
We met with Messrs. Jennings anad
Lasell who have aernding contruct
1-"!\\11'!' l"{'.['T'fl’ and Avun ':Iiii'hh'
They have about three hundr i

miles

men ot work, They informed us
that there were other
along the line and that their in
struclionsg were to !II:~?: the work
Mr. Caz 18 the
superintendent of construction for
this end of the line,

']'nim]nhnm]ur By geems to be o
natural outlet for a railroad across

antradtors

as fust ns possible.

MINING CLAIMS IN SONORA.

Some Information Regarding the Ex-
penses in Locating them.
Ures, Sonora, April 24, 1902,
Mi. Avnes T, Bien, Nogales, Ari-

LOVIA,

DEar Siw:

An article published in Toe
Oasmis of April 12th, prepared by
Briton Davis, and entitled * Invest-
ments in Mexicn” is very good as
far ax it goes. But would-be in-
vesters in mines owant to know
what it costs to loeate a claim and
got a title thereto,

W hat 1-‘|‘u!|illmral_\'-‘Jl”i'ti a l'!Jli!ll
in Mexico is one hundred meters

Isquare, and any person can locate

s many claims in one location ns
he lil!_‘:l.nl‘_-i_ It tukes about eight
clnims  to rul're:«pnnn] with. the
cloims in the United States in
-1:;'l'rﬁri:|.' armt. The lines of a
c¢laim extend down [u‘l‘prlhl'il".ll:trl)‘
and not asin the siates

Ditiferont districts charge differ-
et i'" « for locating A claim.
hitee in Ures the cost 18 0 few cenls
over 325, while in Magdalena and
some other districte voun Py 48,
I do not know why there is such a
lifferenite,  In due timme after the
lovation the elaim must e sur-
'or this purpose yor  con-
tract with o surveyor and get it
ll"' 2 Us l'llnt'.'.i- I‘-' HES 'i-.:-.-“l!l' I‘.'
n=nnlly costs from S100 to $300 1o
get the work done. Then you pay
£10 a claim for
title, and #$2 stumps for the deed.

pertencnvia  or

When the title ¢comes they collect
#6 for delivery of the title, in some
districts.  This costom has not
been followed in Ures, but in Mag-
dalena iv is adhered to.  After this
vou pay to the government $10 a
vear for each pertenencia,

Ten claims make o fair location.
Thus two elaitus wide and five long,
making a location 660 feet wide by
1650 feet long. The taxes would
he $200 a year, Mexican, on such a
loeation.

The present law is a great im-
provement on theold law, which
wiks in vogue before 18925 but there
i+ chance for much improvement in
the present law, which if properly
brought to the notice of the govern-
nient, I bave no doubt would be
acted. upon immediately.  Some-

thing should be done

S| to favor the small

M mines and thosge who

are working in a
small way.

The present law al-
most  prohibits the
work on seams and
small lodes, uniess
they are fabulously
rich and favorably
situated. The small
mitieris hardly known
in Sonora at the pre-
sent time, while in
years gone by his pro-
duct added no small
item  to the state’s
rieliness,

. M. ALpErMASN,

S. P. Branch to Naco.
F. D. Pallman, wrig-
ing to the Los Ange-
les Mining Review
from Bisbee, has the
following paragraph,
of railroad n ws,which would indi-
cate the probable extension of the
Southern Pacific to Naco:
| “Mr. MeFarland, who is the gen-
‘eral manager of the Cananea Rail-
irum], is offering to bet that inside
|nf six months the Southern Pacific
|will be running trains into Naco
and 1 get it pretty straight that,
they will start construction at
once, Saturday two carloads of
Southern Pacific officials went into
the Cananeas for a second trip, and
that certainly looks as if something
were up. The Southern Pacific
people are now discovering that
they made » grand mistake in let-
ting Phelps-Dodge build from
Deming, as that road has already
cut the receipts at Benson over
many thousand dollars per month.
Phelps-Dodge got eut a new pas-
sengers tariff on April Ist from
Deming to Benson, reducing rates
a cent & mile, and when they get
their passenger equipment it will
<till further cut into the Southern
Pacifie.”

hansl WoKih o' NP

Upon this page there is present-
ed this week o handsome engraving
of the mill nt Las Planchas de Pla-
ta. With this mill of only fen
stamps, the properties has heen
made to pay handsomely, and with
the hig 250-stamp mill which the
Big Mountain Mining Compuany,
now operating the properties, will
shortlv erect, the output will make
Lus Planchas one of the greoatest
producing regions in Mexico.



